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                  Sons of Confederate Veterans

                                      Georgia Division

Executive Council Meeting 11:00 pm May 22, 2010

Macon, GA

Executive Council Members:

Division Commander                                   Jack Bridwell

Present

Division Adjutant                                         Tom Brown


Excused Absent

Division Judge Advocate                              Dan Coleman

Present

Division Past Commander                           Charlie Lott


Unexcused Absent

Division Chief of Staff                                  Ray McBerry

Excused Absent

Division Lt Commander – North                Joel Coleman

Present

Division Lt Commander – South                Gary Ursrey


Present

1st Brigade Commander                               Freddie Parris

Unexcused Absent  

2nd Brigade Commander                              Joe Warnke


Unexcused Absent

3rd Brigade Commander                               Bobby Watkins

Present

4th Brigade Commander                               Kim Beck       

Present

5th Brigade Commander                               Mike Mull


Present

6th Brigade Commander                               Al Perry


Present

7th Brigade Commander                               James Gaskins

Excused Absent

8th Brigade Commander                               Charlie Parks           
Present

9th Brigade Commander                               Pete Giddens

            Present

10th Brigade Commander                             Al Medcalf


Excused Absent

11th Brigade Commander                             John Todd 


Present

12th Brigade Commander                             Tim Pilgrim


Present

13th Brigade Commander                             Barry Dennard

Present

Agenda

Call to Order by Division Commander Bridwell at 11:00 PM

The roll call found 13 present and 7 absent; with a quorum established.

Motion was made and seconded to dispense the reading of the January 23, 2010 Executive council meetings minutes, motion passed.

Motion as made and seconded to dispense the reading of the Brigade and Lt. Commander reports, motion passed.

Adjutant report:

None Given.

Flags over Georgia Committee report:

Lt. Commander North Joel Coleman stated that the 120ft Division flagpole located on I-75 is erected and flying a 30ft X 50ft Battle Flag. Also the Division’s 70ft flagpole located on Hwy 82 / 520 is erected and flying a 15ft X 25ft Battle Flag. The floor was deferred to 9th Brigade Commander Pete Giddens stated that potential locations on interstate 75 located between Locust Grove and Forsyth is still being investigated. Commander Giddens indicated that pamphlets for the Jefferson Davis Park that is now controlled by Irwin county has been printed and distributed in all the welcome / visitor centers through-out the State. These pamphlets was funded by the Georgia Division and modified to reflect the Southern Perspective and has the SCV logo and contact information on the pamphlets.

Division Commanders Report:  

Division Commander Jack Bridwell, gave praise to all the hard work that has been done getting the Division flagpoles erected and encourages the Division to be on the look-out for other prime locations that might be available for future pole. Commander Bridwell also indicated that the two Division billboards off 1-75 near Forsyth and South of Macon informing the public about Confederate Heritage month and displaying the Battle Flags have been erected and they have been receiving many positive calls about the bill boards. 

Commander Bridwell also stated that the 2,500+ copies of the Southern perspective education curriculum of the history of the War Between the States “The other side of the Coin”  CD packages has been mailed to every public school teachers including colleges through-out the State of Georgia. He has also received many positive calls from these educators and commends Compatriot educator John Griffin for all his hard work put forth creating this valuable tool for the Georgia Division. 

Extra copies of the CDs were available and distributed to the Brigade Commanders at the Executive Council meeting, to distribute to the Camps. 

Project Committee report:

Pending Projects:

12th Brigade Commander Tim Pilgrim gave the following update on pending projects.

· The Confederate Obelisk at Oakland Cemetery in Atlanta, Commander Pilgrim called on Division Judge Advocate Dan Coleman to give an up-date on the situation with the non-performing contractor (Ponsford) that was paid in full and in advance by Division Adjutant per the direction of Past Division Commander. Judge Advocate Coleman indicated that the project’s appointed agent David Floyd has contacted Ponsford and has attempted multiple of times to schedule the work and the contractor has failed to start the work. Judge Advocate Coleman stated that he has been in contact with the contractor and has given him deadline dates to complete the work with and has issued demand letters to the contractor with no success. Judge Advocate Coleman stated that it’s his opinion that legal actions must be taken against the contractor to force the reimbursement of the prepaid funds. He stated that before he can file suit against Ponsford he must have all the available evidence to proceed. He spoke to and has indicated to Division Adjutant that he needs a copy of the signed quote if available and he will need copies of the canceled checks in order to proceed with legal action. As of date neither of this information has been produced. Judge Advocate Coleman has requested that Division Commander assist him in obtaining this information.

· The General Leonidas Polk monument project, the monument as been cleaned and refurbished and the fencing installed. The only item remaining is the placement of the historical marker. 

· The Augusta Confederate Chimney, Commander Pilgrim stated that the Augusta Camp Commander Lee Herron, Division agent for the project reported that the project is now 100% complete. That this was a great accomplishment for the Augusta Camp and the Georgia Division. Of the $192,000 cost of the renovation the SCV and members funded 70% of the cost of the project. A re-dedication service has been scheduled for October 9, 2010. 

· The Bronze Confederate Soldier monument, Commander Pilgrim informed the Executive Council that the casting process is moving forward.

· The Altoona Pass Battlefield NC Confederate monument, Commander Pilgrim indicated that the project is on hold. The Historical Society in charge of the memorial park that approved the monument has now indicated that the Georgia State Park Service had objections to the monument’s wording that the Society had already pre-approved. The local SCV Camps that sponsored the project had revised the wording on the monument and still the revisions weren’t acceptable. The Society was informed that no more changes would be made. If a resolution isn’t made by July its possible that the project will be canceled and the fund made available for other projects.

· The Greenfield Cabin project, 8th Brigade Commander Charlie Parks reported that most of the exterior work has been complete the metal roof hasn’t been installed. The materials have been purchased and once the labor can be coordinated the roof will get completed.      

New Projects:

The following projects were voted on by the Executive Council to recommend or not recommend to the Camp Delegates at the 2010 reunion.

· Project 2010-01, Replacement of the Confederate Headstones at the Stone Mountain Cemetery, submitted by The Stone Mountain Memorial Camp # 1432.

· Project Recommended by the Georgia Division Executive Council.

· Project 2010-02, Historical Walkway Paver Project at Marietta Confederate Cemetery, Project submitted by the Camps of Cobb County, the Robert E. Lee Camp # 2005, Camp McDonald # 1552, Chattahoochee Guards Camp # 1639 and the General Leonidas Polk Camp # 1442.

· Project Recommended by the Georgia Division Executive Council.

· Project 2010-03 - Appling County Confederate Monument, Project submitted by the Appling Grays Camp # 918 of Appling County

· Project Recommended by the Georgia Division Executive Council.

· Project 2010-04 - Restoration of the Screven County Confederate Monument, Project submitted by the Black Creek Volunteers Camp # 549 of Screven County.

· Project Recommended by the Georgia Division Executive Council.

· Project 2010-05 - 60ft Flagpole off I-16 in Soperton, Project submitted by the Montgomery Sharpshooters # 2164.

· Project Recommended by the Georgia Division Executive Council.

Georgia Confederate:

12th Brigade Commander and Editor Tim Pilgrim disbursed a financial report for the Georgia Confederate. The report average the cost of the issues was between $1,900 to $2,000 per issue and approximately $600 of ads space was purchase in those two issues. Commander Pilgrim stated that the Jan/Fed and the March/April issues when out on time without any problems, other than 4 color pages was printed in the March/April issue when 8 color pages was ordered. As of date there is an ending balance of $4,141.28  remaining in the Georgia Confederate holding account.

Judge Advocate Report:

Division Judge Advocate Dan Coleman reported that the Ringgold flag fight case was moving up the court calendar. Judge Advocate Coleman stated that Past Judge Advocate Martin O’Toole, whose firm is handling our case, believes that we have a good judge appointed to hear the case. 

Judge Advocate Coleman also reported that there may be some encouraging news about City of Kennesaw flag/Confederate monument matter. With the persistent work by the local Kennesaw camp, Camp McDonald, that has been working with the mayor and council on this issue along with Georgia Division officers and Past Judge Advocate Martin O’Toole, it has been reported by the City attorney that action that will be taken by the City that will be favorable to the SCV. 12th Brigade Commander Tim Pilgrim indicated that two new flag pole sleeves have been installed next to the monument and he is optimistic that the flagpoles will be erected flying the Battle Flag.   

New Business:

· 11th Brigade Commander John Todd brought up the issue of the preacher of the Abilene Baptist church in Carroll County removing the Battle flags off the Confederate Veterans grave site in the Church cemetery. Contrary to rumors, the McDaniel-Curtis Camp # 165 has  made no agreement or compromise with Abilene Baptist Church. Commander Todd suggested that the Division issue a letter of disapproval to the pastor of the church. Division Commander Bridwell stated that he would get a letter issued.

· 12th Brigade Commander Tim Pilgrim ask for the input from the Executive Council about bringing forth a resolution to the delegates at reunion to call for a vote that any remaining available tag funds after all the projects have been voted on, be earmarked for expenditures to  promote the Sesquicentennial in 2011 and for Flag replacement on our Flagpoles. The Executive Council approved bringing forth this resolution at reunion.

· Division Commander Bridwell indicated the Virginia Division SCV has contacted the Georgia Division about providing a wreath at the annual Confederate Memorial at Arlington. The cost would be $150. A motion was made and passed by the Executive council to fund the wreath.

· 4th Brigade Commander Kim Beck indicated that a individual in Eastman had a 1850 grand piano that he would like to donate to the Georgia Division and asked for input for location to place the piano. Members with input will speak with Commander Beck after the meeting.

· 4th Brigade Commander Kim Beck brought up a situation where AOT Commander Kelly Barrow distributed a letter in the 4th Brigade. The letter in question was written by AOT Commander Barrow to Georgia Division Commander Jack Bridwell, at the request of Commander in Chief McMichaels, and Cc'd to Commander in Chief McMichaels and GEC Chief of Staff Rand. The letter, written in Dec. 2008 was to inform Division Commander Bridwell of specific items that were deemed by General Headquarters as violations of General Policy. Division Commander Bridwell immediately address the issues questioned in the letter and resolved the issues. The matter seemed closed, but in late 2009 or early 2010 this letter was given, by AOT Commander Barrow, to an individual in the 4th Brigade, yet the individual was not a member of the camp that was mentioned in the letter. 4th Brigade Commander Kim Beck has requested an written apology from Commander Barrow, stating that any information and communication of this situation should have been ONLY between the camps in possible violation, the Division Commander, and the brigade commanders of the camps in question. 

A motion was made to issue a resolution of disapproval of AOT Commander Kelly Barrow’s actions, seconded and passed by unanimous vote. Resolution will be written by Division Commander Jack Bridwell.

· Division Commander Bridwell indicated the South Carolina Division SCV has contacted the Georgia Division about joining in with other Divisions to have a die created for each Division for a commemorative coin for the State of Georgia Sequential at a cost of $300. A motion was made, seconded and passed.

Announcements:

· Judge Advocate Dan Coleman announced that the annual Robert E. Lee birthday event will be held again in Milledgeville on Saturday January 22, 2011. He has high hopes that the city will approve a parade route through the downtown area and hope attendance with be 500 +.

This event has grown every year since moving from Atlanta to Milledgeville.

· 13th Brigade Commander Barry Dennard announced that an event honoring Robert Toombs will be held at the Toombs house in Washington, Ga. On July 4.  

· Division Commander Bridwell announced that the next Executive Council meeting will be held directly after the reunion’s business session on Saturday, June 12, if he serves another term.

· 9th Brigade Commander Pete Giddens announced that the Birthday event for Jefferson Davis will be held at the Jefferson Davis Park on June 6, at 11:00 am.

Charlie Parks, 8th Brigade Commander gave closing prayer

Everyone sang Dixie

The meeting adjourned.  

Submitted by: 

Gary Ursrey 

Lt. Division Commander (South)

Georgia Division, Army of Tennessee

John K. McNeill camp # 674, Moultrie
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